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From President Judy’s Desk  

Hello everyone,    
On Saturday November 15th I attended the Barwon Community Group Meeting. There was a good 
attendance by most Club Presidents and representatives. It was my turn to give a powerpoint 
presentation on “My Club” RC Bayside Geelong. The group was quite impressed and surprised by 
all the projects and activities our small club does. 
There was also a presentation by Lara District RC, who also do a lot of great work in their 
community, despite being such a small club with similar numbers to our club. Other presentations 
were given on RYLA, RARE and club mergers. 
A meeting between the RC East Geelong and Bayside Geelong Rotary Club was held on Tuesday 
November 18th A good discussion was held about what it might look like moving forward as to a 
possible merger between the two clubs. A Board Meeting and a Club Assembly was held last 
Tuesday night, at the Western Room at the Great Western Hotel. Nine Bayside members attended 
and worked through a discussion paper. All members voted to continue meetings and discussions 
with the RC Geelong East in the new year, with the view of a merger of the two clubs taking place 
by July 1st, 2026.  
During November there have been two BBQs – one at Bunnings and one in support of Coolabah 
Turf Open Day. Both BBQs were very successful, with a number of members attending both days. 
We had an added bonus, having past Bayside rotarian, Robin Hunt, come along on the Saturday to 
help out and tow the BBQ trailer back to Andrea’s house. Well done and thank you Robin for your 
assistance and all those members who volunteered. 
On Tuesday November 25th I represented Bayside at the online District 9780 Annual General 

Meeting. While that was going on our 
Guest Speakers, rotarians Gerard Hogan 
and Ray Ayres from RC Torquay, gave an 
informative presentation on the Lese 
Oalai Program, which our club has been 
supporting, for the past 5 years. Thank 
you, Ian for stepping in for me to chair the 

meeting during my brief absence.  
I am pleased to report that Past District 
Governor Lesley Shedden has been 
appointed as the District 9780 
representative on the RI Council on 
Legislation, which is where all the 
important recommendations are voted on 
from rotary clubs around the world. 

Congratulations Lesley!!! so, on Tuesday November 25th I represented RC Bayside Geelong at the 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Walk to Say No to Family & Domestic Violence”. This was organised by the RC Torquay. The walk 
commenced at the Torquay Surf Life Saving Club and finished at the Elephant Walk Playground. 
There were around 33 participants. Speakers from the Police, Rotary, Torquay Community House, 
Zonta and Orange Door spoke about their involvement in this from their prospectives. 
Very early on Friday December 5th, Andrea, Jo and myself attended the Geelong Youth 
Engagement Kokoda Trek Annual Breakfast. This year it was held in the President’s Room at 
Kardinia Park. There was a record attendance of almost 300 guests. As always, it was a very 
uplifting occasion hearing about the experiences of the students and mentors. The breakfast was 
pretty delicious also. 

 
Don’t forget our joint meeting with RC 
Geelong East will take place this Tuesday 
evening December 9th, at the Sawyers Arms 
Hotel from 6pm. We will hear from Thomas 
Galan, who both clubs sponsored to attend 
NYSF and the International NYSF Forum 
held in the UK in July. It should be a great 
night, and I encourage you all to register 
and attend. This is another great 
opportunity for our two clubs to get to know 
each other better. So, I encourage you to sit 
and mingle with the other club rotarians on 
the night. 

On Thursday December 11th the club will be catering for the Annual Ariston House Christmas Party 
at Sparrow Park. We need all hands-on deck from 3pm to help set up and be ready for a 5pm 
start. Partners and friends are encouraged to attend and help out, also. 
Our last meeting for the year will be held on Tuesday December 16th at the Gold Diggers Hotel. This 
should be a fun night of fellowship and celebration of our busy rotary year so far. I look forward to 
seeing you, partners and friends. 
Our last catering function for the year will be on Wednesday December 17th. We are catering for the 
Geelong Kieser Annual Christmas Party. This year it will be held at the Highton Bowls Club. So 
please put your name down and let Jo know what salad you will be bringing. We need everyone’s 
support for this event. In closing, I would like to thank all members of the Board very much for 
your dedication, enthusiasm and support of the RC Bayside Geelong. And a BIG thank you to all 
members for all you do in the name of Rotary and the RC Bayside Geelong!!!  
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas. Let’s look forward to an exciting 2026!!! 

Judy  

President 

 

Fundraising Chair – Ian  Aranyosi   
 
Thank you to everyone that helped at the Bunnings BBQ and Coolabah Turf Fun 

Day last weekend. Great to have Robin Hunt back on Saturday at Armstrong Creek. 

Everything went well and the invoice for $987.00 has been sent to Belle to forward to 

her accounts department 
 

TINSEL & TONGS TIME – CHRISTMAS BREAK UP’S - THAT WE DO SO WELL  
  

• Thursday 11th December. Ariston House Sparrow Park Geelong West 3pm 

• Wednesday 17th December Kiezer Christmas Break Up Highton Bowls Club  
 

Upcoming BBQ’s locked in.  

• Saturday 27th December. Bunnings 

• Thursday 8th January 2026 Bunnings 

• Thursday 12th February 2026 Bunnings 
 

Ian  

 

THANK YOU TO 

OUR SUPPORTERS  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Something Special to 

Celebrate in December  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Congratulation and 
best wishes from 
all your Bayside 

Family  
 

Peter and Alaine 
Kavenagh 

Happy  
50th  

Wedding 
Anniversary  

 
On the 20th Dec  
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Youth Chair Andrea Patterson 
    
 

• IYE Mietta returns home in 6 weeks.  
Not too sure where that 12 months went but 
what a wonderful experience she has had. 
We will be hear from Mietta when she 
returns with an Italian Night at the Navy 
Club. 

• Thomas Galan LIYSF is back from 
the UK, and would like to speak to us about 
his experience in London. Please join us at 
the Sawyers Arms Hotel on the 9th of 
December. This is a joint meeting with the 
RC of East Geelong. REGISTER HERE if 
you haven’t already  

• All the Quiet Achiever Awards have 
been delivered  also the end of year  

Secondary school book awards to the 5 schools in Geelong we support. 
• Thank you to Dizzy Toys once again for supporting the Quiet Achiever Awards with 

their $30 vouchers.  
 

• Geelong Youth Engagement, GYE, held 
its annual thank 

you breakfast for all their supporter at Kardinia park 
on Friday 5th  
President Judy, Andrea & Jo were invited to 
represent Bayside and the support we give.  
 

This is the 13th year of the Kokoda Track Walk, and 
211 young people have had this opportunity to be 
part of the program. How does it work?   
 

First step, a teacher nominates students that need 
a little more help than others. Then an interview 
with a team from GYE is the next step to see if the 
student is suitable, then a 12 month training course 
follows before flying to PNG to begin their walk.  
 

Life Changing, Supporting and Self Esteem, were 
just some of the words that were used to explain 
how these young people felt on their return.  
 

There are adult support mentors that train with the young people, then travel and walk the trail 
with them. 
 

Mentor and Police woman, Cas Lockett said it was a profound experience for her as well, 
Mother of 2, and always had a passion to go, it was a great opportunity for her when it was 
offered, and as she said she jumped at the chance. Would she go again ? Yes. 
 
Cas and one of the young people, will be coming to speak to the club about her experience in 
the new year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking back on all the outbounds ready 
to leave for an experience of a lifetime. 

Swan Hill 9th Nov2024 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdPHOztCoBLDDvQhGIvRWHJFNs-uok5s5iCD7j96FzxEXyP3Q/viewform


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I didn’t think orthopaedic 
shoes would help. But I 

stand corrected. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRO SNIPPETS: from Telsa  
 
Recycle sight for Australia is a  Lions club program, collecting and 
refurbishing glasses to provide them to people in need in Australia and 
overseas.  

Bayside has been part of this program for the past 3 years 
collecting glasses every few months from an optometrist in 
Geelong and delivering to the Leopold Lions club. Cases are 
removed and nice ones go to an opp shop to be sold. This month 
another 200 pairs of glasses 
were collected and will be 
repurposed. 

  
Time to Celebrate  
Some of the regulars at Days for Girls 
enjoying Xmas lunch. Thank you, 
ladies and Peter Kavenagh, for all you 
do in providing for girls in need around 
the world. No expense, on pollution, 
more school days and a sustainable 
solution. 
  
Attached is the next Walk Against Waste 
information with all details.  

 



Community  Chair Jo White  
 
Passing on a big  THANK YOU from Jan McGowen from Christ Church, to 
everyone, for all the lovely Christmas gift bags that were donated to the less 
fortunate members of our community. To all the Baysiders , you have made a 
different  Love Jan 
 
 And Jan reminds us; This is probably the only gift some will receive.  
 

Our next Free BBQ at Christ Church as we give the 
wonderful dinner volunteers an evening off, and to share 
a little taste of a homemade family BBQ,  
will be on Monday 2nd Feb.  
 
We would appreciate any help and  volunteers for this 
very worthwhile afternoon; it seem to put a smile on 
everyone face, volunteers and guests alike.  
 
 
 

 
 

International & Foundation Chair Judy                                 
 
 

On Saturday December 13th, I will be travelling to Ballarat to 
attend a Dinner as part of the RC Ballarat Centenary Celebrations. 
The RI Foundation Trustee Chair, Holger Knaack, 
has been invited to speak at the dinner. I am 
looking forward to seeing Holger and his wife 
Susanne again, as we met them in San Diego in 
2020, when Philip and I attended the District 
Governor Elect International Assembly, back in 
January 2020. Holger was coming in as the RI 
President for 2020-2021 with the theme – Rotary 
Opens Opportunities”.      
 
 
 

The Rotary Foundation transforms your gifts into service projects that 

change lives both close to home and around the world. 

Since it was founded more than 100 years ago, the Foundation has spent more than $4 

billion on life-changing, sustainable projects.                                                                     

Together, we can make an impact in your community and around the world.                 

What impact can one donation have 

• $3 is the average cost to fully protect a child against polio. 

• $50 can maintain water filters to help fight waterborne illness. 

• $200 to develop work opportunities by replacing livestock for people impacted 

by disasters. 

Memories from the last free BBQ day 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

please read carefully as there maybe changes to the regular dates and times in this month’s calendar  

PLEASE NOTE: IF YOU ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO FILL YOUR JOB FOR THE NIGHT,  

PLEASE CONTACT & CHANGE WITH ANOTHER MEMBER.  

 MEETING ROSTERS.   Nov  2025  
First Tuesday board meets at the Belmont RSL 6pm    
Tuesday meeting at the navy club 90 Skene st Newtown meeting 7:00 for7.30 start.  all welcome  
The Third Tuesday is Social Tuesday partners and friends welcome to join us. Always check to see details below.  

 
DATES PROGRAM Mix & Mingle 6.45 

meeting 7.15pm for 7.30 
 

CHAIRPERSON WELCOME/ 
CASHIER 

ROOM DUTIES SUPPER DOOR PRIZE 

2nd Dec  Board Meeting all invited to the 
SPECIAL CLUB ASSEMBLY  
Dinner Meeting 6 for 6:15 
Order your dinner before 
proceeding to the upstairs 
boardroom  

President Judy  - - - - 

9th Dec  Joint meeting with RC of East 
Geelong  
Guest Speaker Thomas Galan  
Returned from LIYSF  

-- - - - - 

11th Dec  Ariston House Christmas party  
Please register online and 
remember your Christmas hat  
Swallow Park 3pm  

     

16th Dec  Christmas Dinner at the Gold 
Diggers Hotel 6:30  
Remember to bring your KK gift to 
the value of $15 marked male or 
female  

     

17th Dec Kieser Christmas Dinner  
Please register online and 
remember your Christmas hat 
Highton Bowls Club  

     

       

27th Dec  Bunnings Sunday BBQ  
If you have one, please wear your 
purple  
SAY NO TO FAMILY VIOLENCE  
T Shirt  

     

       

 
Next Bunning BBQ Friday  
Saturday 27th December 
 

All BBQ times dates and locations are also on clubrunner for your convenience.  

 
 

IF YOU WILL NOT BE ATTENDING THE MEETING, 
PLEASE SEND APOLOGIES TO JO 0419155183  BEFORE MONDAY MIDDAY – THANK YOU 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE AND A HAPPY AND HEALTHY 2026 


